
 

Grab Your Bag Travel  ~  1108 Gorham Pond Rd.,  Dunbarton NH 03046  ~  603-384-3303 

Itinerary and Prices for Charleston Tea Tour 

January 18-21, 2018 
 
Dated: July 10, 2017 

 
This proposal outlines a final itinerary and estimated budget for a four-day tour of historic 
Charleston, S.C., focusing on the history and culture of tea, designed and led by Charleston 
Raconteurs.  Also included are three nights’ hotel accommodations, with breakfast.   
 
Please note:  Venues and prices may change at any time before full payment is applied.  

The History & Culture of Tea in Charleston 
 
Welcome to Charleston, South Carolina, where the Carolina Wren is our state bird, the 
fragrant yellow jasmine is our state flower, and tea is our state’s official hospitality 
beverage.  
 
Tea, and its elegant service, has long been associated with Charleston’s cosmopolitan 
culture and high style as a port city. Indeed, Charleston Patriots sowed the seeds of 
Revolution through its own colonial Tea Party, 13 days before Boston’s more renowned 
historic event. 
 
The camellia senensis, or tea plant, was introduced to the American colonies here in 
Charleston in 1799 by French adventurer Andre Michaux, Royal Botanist to King Louis XVI. 
Michaux brought samples of the Oriental plant to his friend Henry Middleton at his country 
seat, Middleton Barony (today known as Middleton Place). In addition, Michaux propagated 
the plants in his own botanical garden, 111 acres near where you’ll be landing at 
Charleston International Airport. 
 
Today, Charleston is home to the Charleston Tea Plantation, with hundreds of thousands of 
tea bushes stretching out almost as far as the eye can see.  
 
So join us as we explore the history and culture of tea in colonial Charleston, where you’ll 
experience the city as a guest, not a tourist. 
 
Included on this tour: 

• Orientation to history and culture of tea in Charleston 

• Professional tour guide services and transportation throughout the tour 
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• A visit to the nation’s most exclusive private collection of Charleston furniture and 
antique decorative arts, including some of America’s finest pieces of colonial tea 
service. 

• Tours of Charleston’s historic district, The Charleston Tea Plantation, Drayton Hall, 
and Middleton Place grounds and gardens 

• Picnic lunch at Charleston Tea Plantation 

• Lunch at Middleton Place 

• A private cooking experience and dinner with award-winning chef Bob Waggoner, 
including teas 

• A presentation of antique French tea porcelains in a private, colonial-era home in 
the historic district 

 

Estimated Prices 
The following prices are per-person, based on double occupancy rooms: 
 
                                              Tour   Hotel   Total per person 
 

For 12 paying guests:  $793 + 266 = $1,059 
For 10 paying guests:  $954 + 266 = $1,217 
 
Tour and hotel costs will be billed separately 
 
Optional: 

• Ghost Tour, $25 pp 

• Middleton Plantation House Tour, $12 pp 

• Travel Insurance, approx. 6-8% of tour + air, to protect your investment in case of 
illness, accident, or family emergency 

 
Not included: 

• Flights 

• Transportation to and from airport 

• Transportation to and from hotel outside of tour services (the hotel’s shuttle runs to 
and from downtown hourly from 7 am to 11 pm daily) 

• Dinner on Thursday and Saturday 

• Lunch on Thursday and Sunday 
 

Terms 
 

• Deposit $250:, due on booking, fully refundable until September 15 

• Second payment: $250, due September 15, refundable until final payment minus 
$100 admin fee 

• Final payment:  balance due December 8, non-refundable.  
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Itinerary 

Arrival on Thursday, January 18, 2018 

Blue indicates service not provided by Charleston Raconteurs 

Thursday, January 18 
 
On arrival Hotel:  Hilton Garden Inn Waterfront Charleston  

Rooms with two queen or one king bed, no water view. A full cooked-to-order 
breakfast is included.  The hotel includes a full-service restaurant/bar open for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner and an outdoor lounge open all year, weather 
permitting.  The shuttle runs to the historic district (1.5 miles away) hourly on 
the hour and returns 15 minutes after the hour, from 7 am to 11 pm daily.  
Hotel information here:  http://bit.ly/CharlestonHilton. 
   

5:30 p.m. Dinner at McCrady’s Tavern, c. 1778 

Edward McCrady opened his new tavern on East Bay Street shortly after  
 returning from St. Augustine, Fla., where he had been imprisoned by the  
 British along with other Patriotic leaders during the American  
 Revolution. Serving as a collective retreat for notable Charlestonians,  
 Lowcountry luminaries congregated at the tavern to imbibe, socialize 
  and discuss the country’s ever-evolving political climate. The venue  
 became an instant favorite for many of the city’s festive celebrations,  
 including a grand 30-course dinner for President George Washington in  
 1791. (Order/pay individually) 

See menus at:  http://mccradystavern.com/  

Friday, January 19 
 

8:30 a.m. Breakfast and Welcome and Orientation to the History and Culture of 

Tea in Colonial Charleston 

Leigh Handal from Charleston Raconteurs, your tour designer/guide and driver 
for the weekend, will meet the group at your hotel at breakfast in the hotel’s 
restaurant.  She will welcome you and provide an overview of the weekend’s 
experience.   After breakfast the group will depart in Leigh’s van to begin the 
tour. 

 

10:30 a.m. Depart for Collections Study of the Rivers Collection 

A very exclusive viewing of the nation’s finest private collection of  
 Charleston-made furniture and antique decorative arts, including some  
 of America’s finest pieces of colonial tea service. Charleston native John  
 M. Rivers Jr. set out to reclaim the city’s decorative heritage and has  
 made a concerted effort to acquire and return locally made furniture,  
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 silver, and other objects that tell the story of Charleston and its  
 inhabitants. 

 

11:45 a.m. Depart for Charleston Tea Plantation 

  Snacks and water in the van 
 
12:15 p.m. Arrive at Charleston Tea Plantation 

Located on historic, rural Wadmalaw Island, the Charleston Tea  
 Plantation dates back to 1666, when early explorer Robert Sanford  
 landed at Rockville to claim the area for the English Crown and his eight  
 Lords Proprietors. With its sandy soils, sub-tropical climate, and 52  
 inches of rain per year, it is the perfect environment for growing the  
 Camellia Sinensis, or tea plant, an oriental exotic that was introduced  
 to the Carolina colony by King Louis XVI’s Royal Botanist Andre Michaux  
 in the 1790s. The former potato farm was replanted with the tea plants  
 in 1963. It served as an experimental farm until William Barclay Hall, a  
 third-generation tea taster, purchased it in 1987. In 2003 the Bigelow  
 family purchased the farm and formed a partnership with Barclay to  
 develop the only tea plantation in North America at the time.  

This tour will include a private tasting and behind-the-scenes tour with Bill  
Hall, as well as a picnic lunch on the grounds.  
 
Note:  All meals will either be gluten free or include gluten-free options.  

 

2:30 p.m. Depart Charleston Tea Plantation 

 

3:00 p.m. Return to Charleston 

Free time to explore Charleston Market.  Leigh will drop the group near the 
market and pick you up around 5 pm to return to the hotel to get ready for 
dinner.   

 

7:00 p.m. Dinner In The Kitchen with Bob Waggoner  

Chef Bob Waggoner has played a lead role in defining Charleston’s amazing 
culinary scene. Fusing Lowcountry cooking and his own French-influenced 
technique, chef Bob creates contemporary new southern cuisine. Now chef Bob 
is drawing from the wealth of artisans in the Lowcountry. From woodworkers 
to artists and cabinet makers, chef Bob has created a stunning showcase 
kitchen in downtown Charleston with wood floors, a u-shaped quartz 
countertop, wine cellar, and even a grand player piano. We will join him in 
cooking with local ingredients to produce a spectacular Charleston meal.  
Leigh will pick up the group from the hotel before dinner and take you back 
afterwards.   
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Saturday, January 20 

 

9:00 a.m. Pick up at hotel and depart for Ashley River Plantations 

 

9:45 a.m. Tour of Drayton Hall 

Founded in 1738, Drayton Hall is the oldest preserved plantation house in 
America open to the public and a masterpiece of Georgian-Palladian 
architecture. Through two wars, devastating earthquakes and hurricanes, and 
the impact of seven generations of family life, the main house has survived the 
centuries in near original condition and its grounds have been hailed as “the 
most significant, undisturbed historic landscape in America.” Recent 
archeological research has uncovered a rich collection interpreting the service 
of tea at the plantation.  

 

11:30 a.m. Depart for Middleton Place 

 

11:45 a.m. Tour and Lunch at Middleton Place 

Middleton Place is a National Historic Landmark and home to America’s oldest 
landscaped gardens. The Garden Club of America has called the 65 acres “the 
most important and most interesting garden in America.” Centuries-old 
camellias bloom in the winter months and azaleas blaze on the hillside above 
the Rice Mill Pond in the spring. In summer, kalmia, magnolias, crepe myrtles 
and roses accent a landscape magnificent throughout the year. The gardens 
have been planned so that there is something in bloom year round. 
(Optional House Tour, $12 per person) 

 
2:30 p.m. Return to Charleston 

The group will be dropped off in the downtown historic district for free time to 
explore.   Dinner on your own.   Return to the hotel via the hotel’s shuttle (until 
11:15 pm) or Uber.   

 
7:30 p.m. (Optional) Ghost Tour  

Behind-the-scenes tour of the Old City Jail, which housed some of Charleston’s 
most infamous criminals, 19th-century pirates, and Civil War prisoners from 
1802 until 1939. This tour takes you through the cells, hallways and into the 
places where Charleston’s worst criminals lived and died. Brace yourself as you 
hear stories like the legend of Lavinia and John Fisher, tavern owners from the 
1800s convicted of killing their guests. Some say Lavinia’s ghost still, very 
audibly, haunts the premises. ($25 per person) 

Sunday, January 21 
 
9:00 a.m. Pick up and depart hotel for Charleston 

9:15 a.m. Walking tour of the South of Broad Historic District 
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11:00 a.m. Private Collection Study of French porcelain tea service  

 

Noon  End of tour services.  Lunch on Your Own 

Leigh will drop anyone at the hotel who wants to return right away to get to 
the airport. 

 

Departures or optional additional night’s stay 

 

 


